[The best of echocardiography in 2006].
In recent years, Doppler echocardiography has undergone significant technological advances, resulting in spectacular improvements in diagnosis and quantification. This review summarises the advances made in 2006 in fields as varied as cardiac resynchronisation, cardiac failure with preserved systolic function, contrast echocardiography, 3D echocardiography and echocardiographic evaluation of valvular heart disease. Despite growing competition, but mostly complementarity with CT scan and MRI, Doppler echocardiography remains the keystone of cardiological rationale based on non-intensive investigations.